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September 14th, 2020 Minutes

The Howard City Council met in regular session on Monday, September 14th, 2020, at 7:00 pm in the Council Chambers. Mayor Don Arens presided with Aldermen Bernard Feldhaus, Jackie Stuhr, Lynn Borgers, Greg Dufault and Eric Rentschler. Also present, Attorney Todd Wilkinson Not present, Aldermen Jean Thompson.

Borgers moved, Rentschler seconded and carried to approve the agenda. 

Borgers moved, Dufault seconded and carried to approve the minutes for Aug. 10th and 24th, 2020. Borgers moved, Stuhr seconded and carried to approve repots. Council acknowledged Sheriff’s report and discussed past due accounts. 
 Feldhaus moved, Stuhr seconded and carried to approve the following claims:
Aflac, supplemental insurance, 108.00; Alliance Communications, utilities, 441.00; A-OX Welding, supplies, 172.23; Lynn Borgers, repairs, 552.08; Brosz Engineering, prof. fees, 3850.00; Butler Machinery, supplies, 1144.80; Katey Calmus, utilities, 45.00; Capital One, other, 142.15;  Center Point Large Print, books, 267.24; Central Electric, utilities, 105.00; Colonial Life, supplemental insurance, 673.04; Core & Main, equipment, 2288.33; Creative Product Source, supplies, 165.61; Dawson Construction, repairs, 14422.85; Kody Dawson, utilities, 125.00; Detco, supplies, 753.69; Dold Implement, repairs, 277.18; Haley Donahue, deposit return, 115.68; East River Electric, energy, 8602.23; Petty Cash, deposit returns, 134.32; Glacial Lakes, other, 200.00; Hawkins, supplies, 839.47; Heartland Consumers Power, energy, 37586.04; Homestead Building Supplies, repairs, 125.37; Howard Farmers Coop, supplies, 925.39; Howard School District, supplies, 25.00; Infotech Solutions, prof. fees, 1481.99; Junior Library Guild, books, 1185.10; Kingbrook Rural Water, water, 12801.30; Klinkhammer Plumbing, repairs, 8001.91; Kramer Bros, repairs, 16153.19; Nicholas Kramer, utilities, 45.00; Troy Loudenburg, utilities, 45.00; Marc, supplies, 693.89; MC Historical Society, other, 2500.00; Micro Marketing, books, 246.63; Miner County Pioneer, publishing/supplies, 642.17; Office Peeps, supplies, 240.55; SD Dept. of Revenue, sales tax, 6945.21; SD One Call, prof. fees, 12.32; Pitney Bowes, supplies, 600.00; Pitney Bowes, rental, 191.64; SD Municipal League, travel, 50.00; SD Retirement, retirement, 1993.08; Sioux Valley Construction, repairs, 1428.00; Spencer Quarries, repairs, 2520.60; State of SD, prof. fees, 45.00; Sturdevants, supplies, 518.35; Tom’s Hardware, supplies, 216.73; WAPA, energy, 20645.64; Wesco, supplies, 3564.52; Winker Trenching, prof. fees, 6223.58; 

Other claims: EFTPS,WHSS, 5550.22; Avera Health, insurance, 3358.56; Casi Eliason, clothing reimb., 79.00; Ipayments, prof. fees, 1113.90; Midwest Fire Equipment, equipment, 9338.00; Northwestern Energy, utilities, 224.17; SD DOT, supplies, 1460.00; Sun Life, insurance, 55.66; Twedt Construction, improvements, 99932.00. 

Wages: Finance Officer, 3153.08; Streets, 4618.53; Water, 2998.69; Electric, 5297.18; Sewer, 667.24; Cemetery, 140.83; Animal Control, 159.70; Library, 1047.27; 
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Council, 1776.67; Custodian, 271.31; Rubble, 994.73; Park, 448.96; Pool, 5897.67; West Nile, 476.96. 


PUBLIC COMMENT:
Tony Stuhr, Rumor’s Bar, met with council to discuss Show-n-Shine event happening this weekend. He requested to allow open container during the event, motion made by Rentschler, seconded by Dufault and carried to approve open container on Main street from Howard Ave to Farmer Ave. Stuhr also discussed liquor license for his patio with council and Attorney Wilkinson. 

Motion made by Dufault for first reading of Ordinance 726 to amend the special occasion license fees from $50 to $5, seconded by Rentschler. Voting aye Dufault and Rentschler, voting nay, Feldhaus and Borgers, abstaining Aldermen Jackie Stuhr. Mayor Don Arens voting aye, motion carried. 

Ros Mengenhausen, on behalf of Children’s Care Corner, met with council to discuss future utility help for 2021. Motion made by Feldhaus seconded by Borgers and carried to approve continue support of utilities for the next year. 

OLD BUSINESS:
Borgers advised council he spoke to Curt Eliason regarding the wind turbines, he will provide a removal bid once received.

EMPLOYEES:
Superintendent Kody Dawson met with council regarding city updates. Noble park playground equipment is needing to be taken down and declared surplus. Motion made by Borgers, seconded by Dufault and carried to approve. Dawson will get equipment removed. 

Dawson also discussed fees for roll-off dumpster at rubble site. He suggested pricing of $10 (small load), $20 (medium load), $30 (large load), council agreed to fees and advised to put notice out to public and look at getting signage and cameras out at rubble site. Dawson will speak to game warden Evan Meyer regarding cameras. 

Dawson advised he would like to surplus the following and either auction off with county auction or send to Weiman’s Auction: 3 Titan Motor Grader tires, HM-10 snow plow and 1 cutting edge, Pitch bank Rotary Mower, 1 Chicago Pneumatic portable Air Compressor 125RG-2. Feldhaus moved, Dufault seconded and carried to declared surplus and to be sent to Weiman’s Auction. Dawson also discussed declaring two tractors as surplus and investing in a rotary mower for skid loader. Borgers requested we get a quote for rotary mower and mentioned looking into a tractor lease program. 
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Dawson discussed annual wage review for Streets Superintendent Nick Kramer. 


NEW BUSINESS:
Resolution 1341 – TAP Grant Application was presented to council. Dufault moved, Borgers seconded and carried to approve the following:

Resolution 1341
WHEREAS, it is the desire of the City of Howard to construct sidewalks along Farmers Avenue; and

WHEREAS, the City of Howard agrees to provide the local match (18.05%) for sidewalks construction costs associated with said project; and

WHEREAS, the City of Howard will secure the required right-of-way for construction of the project; and

WHEREAS, the City of Howard agrees to maintain the sidewalks for their useful life.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Howard City Council duly authorizes the submission of a SD DOT Transportation Alternatives Program application requesting 81.95% of the eligible sidewalk construction costs for the project.

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor of Howard be authorized to execute the grant application on behalf of the City.

State Water Plan was discussed, motion by Borgers, seconded by Feldhaus and carried to approve authorization of Mayor Don Arens to sign and submit the State Water Plan application for the water project along Farmers Avenue.

Motion by Rentschler, seconded by Stuhr and carried to approve authorization of Mayor Don Arens to sign and submit the State Water Plan application for the sewer project along Farmers Avenue.

Second reading for Ordinance 722 – 2021 Budget was motioned by Borgers, seconded by Feldhaus and carried to approve. 

Aldermen Stuhr advised council that school personnel spoke to her in regards to closing of Main Street during homecoming parade. Council discussed and advised they have never closed it in the past and with the current Covid situation they feel it’s best to allow people to park to help with social distancing protocols. Stuhr will follow up with those who spoke to her. 

Motion made by Dufualt, seconded by Borgers to move into Executive Session to discuss personnel matters pertaining to SDCL 1-25-2. 

Motion by Borgers, seconded by Feldhaus and carried to come out of Executive Session.

Motion by Borgers, seconded by Rentschler and carried to approve the wage increase of Nick Kramer from $19.00 to $20.50/hr. 

Rentschler discussed community concerns regarding Howard Ave. Mayor Arens will follow up with Dawson and Kramer to see about getting street fixed up.
Page 1664
 
There being no further business, Feldhaus moved, Stuhr seconded and carried to adjourn.


Next regular meeting will be held October 13, 2020.


___________________________________
						Donald M. Arens, Mayor




ATTEST:


Kate Calmus
Finance Officer	 


