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March 9th, 2020 Minutes

	The Howard City Council met in session on Monday, March 9th, at 7:00 pm in the Council Chambers. Mayor Don Arens presided with Aldermen Greg Dufault, Lynn Borgers, Jerry Adler, Jean Thompson, Colby Tolk and Bernard Feldhaus. Attorney Todd Wilkinson was not present.
Thompson moved, Dufault seconded and carried to approve the amended agenda. 
Thompson moved, Borgers seconded and carried to approve the minutes for Feb. 10th, 2020. Borgers moved, Tolk seconded and carried to approve the reports. Council acknowledged Sheriff’s report and past due accounts. 
Feldhaus moved, Tolk seconded and carried to approve the following claims: Alliance Communications, utilities, 343.00; A-OX Welding Supply, supplies, 19.28; Appeara, rentals, 41.73; Lynn Borgers, meeting, 50.00; Katey Calmus, utilities, 45.00; Center Point Large Print, books, 133.62; County of Miner, equipment, 70,000; Dakota Gas Propane, utilities, 57.00; Dakota Pump, supplies, 40.60; Dawson Construction, sanitation, 12026.70; Kody Dawson, utilities, 125.00; Demco, supplies, 77.83; Diesel Machinery, Inc., supplies, 3257.02; Dold Implement, repairs, 923.10; East River Electric, energy, 8673.99; Ecolab, prof. fees, 180.00; Heartland, energy, 64132.83; Homestead, repairs, 50.44; Horizon Health, other, 256.00; Howard Farmers Co-op, supplies, 913.21; Kingbrook Rural Water, utilities, 8835.95; Nick Kramer, utilities, 45.00; Troy Loudenburg, utilities, 45.00; M & T Fire and Safety, supplies, 2370.00; Mid-American Research, supplies, 2519.82; Micro Marketing, books, 89.48; Miner County Pioneer, publishing, 59.47; Miner County Sheriff, contract law, 7210.00; Mumford & Protsch, prof. fees, 599.21; NW Energy, utilities, 899.92; Office Peeps, supplies, 443.80; SD One Call, prof fees, 4.48; Pitney Bowes, postage, 600.00; Pitney Bowes, rentals, 191.64; Quill, supplies, 136.95; Readers Digest, books, 452.24; Readers Den, books, 96.54; SD Assoc of Rural Water, rentals, 785.00; State of SD, prof. fees, 60.00; Sturdevant’s, supplies, 914.34; Terex Services, repairs, 2958.42; Tom’s Hardware, supplies, 92.99; WAPA, energy, 15608.25; Wesco Distribution, supplies, 1239.94; Carol Yerigan, supplies, 11.72; Aflac, supplemental insurance, 54.00; SD Dept. of Revenue, sales tax, 7072.11; Central Elec., utilities, 86.00.
Other Claims: Child Support, child support, 60.00; EFTPS, WHSS, 7357.54; Colonial Insurance, supp. Insurance, 336.52; SDRS, retirement, 2227.08; SDML, convention, 156.00; Infotech, prof. fees, 482.00; Sun Life, insurance, 48.40; Deuel Area Development, training, 25.00
Wages: Finance Office, 3178.61; Streets, 2396.58; Water, 1961.50; Electric, 4280.68; Sewer, 772.59; Snow 357.54; Animal Control, 159.70; Library, 2248.57; Cemetery, 92.35; Council, 1360.29; Custodian, 340.57.						
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EMPLOYEES:
Superintendent Kody Dawson met with council to discuss pump issues at the lagoon. He advised we may need to look into a new one. New meter system is on schedule, water tower project is almost complete. Council member Dufault asked about Section Line, Kody advised we have mix at the shop to fix the potholes. Dawson will speak with Tami Severson regarding GIS Mapping agreement with the County, tabled for next session.

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Nathan and Dan Dawson with Dawson’s Construction met with council regarding current waste contract. Tipping fees increased by 33%, they are requesting that residential rates increase from $16.55 to $18.21 and commercial rates increase by 10% for the remainder of 2020. Feldhaus moved, Adler seconded, motion carried.

Feldhaus brought up curb & gutter for the elevator, General Manager Bruce Yanish provided a check for $3000 for their portion. Council accepted the payment and discussed curb and gutter projects going forward. Feldhaus received a call from C. Eagle Construction, would like to know when we’d like the rest of the project to be completed. Council agreed to wait on the project. 

Council members asked Dawson’s about Main street demolition project. Nathan Dawson advised their portion was pretty much done at this point.

Tami Moore with the Miner Conservation District met with the council regarding Emerald Ash Borer. She brought up three different roles that communities can take to control of the invasion when it occurs: no action, selective management and preemptive management. She advised that the city should utilize the preemptive route. She advised they are going to apply for a grant to help support the destruction and replacement of the ash trees. Dufault moved, Thompson seconded and carried to support the grant application and to have Mayor Arens to sign on behalf of the City of Howard.  She also presented a management plan to council that would allow Miner Conservation District to help aid in training and assisting with the process. 

OLD BUSINESS
Borgers moved, Tolk seconded and carried to approve the 2nd Reading of Ordinance 720 to supplement the streets budget.

Finance Officer Kate Calmus presented a floor quote for the municipal building’s basement and office. Borgers moved to table the basement flooring and requested a second quote on flooring for office along with security windows and doors. 
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NEW BUSINESS:
Finance Officer Calmus presented office furniture bid from Office Peeps, tabled for later discussion.

Notice of Officer Vacancy was presented.

Notice of Summer Help was presented. Wages were discussed briefly.

Adler discussed Main St. and Market Ave gutter issues, a proposal was presented and viewed, tabled for later discussion. 

Resolution 1332 was presented for the housing study grant, Borgers moved, Tolk seconded and carried to approved. 

Firemen Roster was presented with Nathan Dawson as a new addition.

Feldhaus moved, Thompson seconded and carried to approve the first reading of Ordinance 721 amending waste contract. 

Brosz Engineering presented a contract for chip seals for 2020, Dufault moved, Adler seconded and carried to approve with Mayor Don Arens signing on behalf of the City of Howard. 

Clint Powell presented information via email regarding applying for a pre-disaster mitigation grant to work on culvert, street and drainage issues. Borgers moved, Tolk seconded and carried to approve moving forward with the grant.

Adler requested $3000 donation on behalf of Miner Co. Rec Association. Borgers moved, Thompson seconded and carried to approve. Adler abstained from voting.

[bookmark: _GoBack]There being no further business, Thompson moved, Tolk seconded and carried to the next special meeting to be held March 16, 2020.


                                                      
				___________________________________
				Donald M. Arens, Mayor

ATTEST:


Kate Calmus
Finance Officer	 
