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January 13th, 2020 Minutes

	The Howard City Council met in session on Monday, January 13th, at 7:00 pm in the Council Chambers. Mayor Don Arens presided with Aldermen Greg Dufault, Lynn Borgers, Jerry Adler, Jean Thompson and Bernard Feldhaus. Attorney Todd Wilkinson was also present.
Adler moved, Thompson seconded and carried to approve the amended agenda. 
Thompson moved, Adler seconded and carried to approve the amended minutes for December 9th and the minutes for December 23rd (special meeting). 
Adler moved, Thompson seconded and carried to approve the Financial, Electric and Water Reports and acknowledge receiving the Sheriff’s Report. The Council reviewed the past due accounts report.
Borgers moved, Dufault seconded and carried to approve the following claims: Alliance Communications, utilities, 322.47; A-OX Welding, rental, 18.25; Appeara, rentals, 41.18; Donald Arens, travel, 75.20; Seth Brede, deposit return, 28.32; Kate Calmus, utilities, 45.00; Central Electric, supplies, 1604.40; Code Enforcement Specialists, professional fees, 1500.00; Core & Main, repairs, 276.30; Kody Dawson, utilities, 125.00; Diesel Machinery, rentals, 2600.00; Dold Implement, repairs, 1053.25; East River Electric, energy, 8470.67; Feldman Fencing, repairs, 18567.23; Petty Cash, deposit returns, 346.68; Heartland Consumers Power, energy, 68098.36; Homestead, supplies, 320.87; Horizon Healthcare, other, 248.50; Howard Farmers Coop, supplies, 1225.04; Infotech Solutions, professional fees, 1182.98; Kingbrook Rural Water, water, 8138.55; Nicholas Kramer, utilities, 45.00; Troy Loudenburg, clothing allowance, 245.00; Miner County Dispatch, police, 19,250.00; Miner County Pioneer, publishing, 204.67; Miner County Sheriff, contract law, 7210.00; Mumford & Protsch, professional fees, 425.00; Northern Truck Equipment, supplies, 222.54; Office Peeps, supplies, 88.10; Pitney Bowes, postage, 600.00; Rafferty Robbins, supplies, 26.73; SD Airport Management, dues, 25.00; SD Assoc. of Rural Water, dues, 485.00; SD Dept of Env., dues, 850.00; SD Finance Officers Assoc., dues, 40.00; SD Human Resource Assoc., dues 25.00; SD Municipal Elect. Assoc, dues 1020.00; SD Municipal League, dues 1072.46; SD Municipal Street Maint., dues 35.00; SD Retirement System, other, 120.28; SDML Workers Comp., insurance, 8902.00; Sturdevants, supplies, 724.46; Tom’s Hardware, supplies, 270.16; WAPA, energy, 14784.69; Wesco Distribution, supplies, 630.70; Aflac, supplemental insurance, 54.00; SD Dept. of Revenue, sales tax, 6996.42; SD Unemployment Insurance, SUTA taxes, 3.82; Capital One, supplies, 445.28; EFTPS, WHSS, 2431.67. 
Other Claims: Boyer Trucks, equipment, 39000.00; Child Support Payment Center, child support, 600.00; Dakota Pro Striping, supplies, 660.41; Dawson Construction, sanitation, 12063.85; Midamerica Books, books, 1306.60; Office Peeps, supplies, 94.32. 
Wages: Finance Office, 7615.81; Streets, 3614.33; Water, 2892.48; Electric, 6029.23; Sewer, 1084.16; Snow 856.33; Animal Control, 159.70; Library, 1673.42; Cemetery, 92.35; Council, 1586.14; Custodian, 437.54; Rubble Site, 214.71.						
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EMPLOYEES:
	General Superintendent Kody Dawson met with council members to discuss updates. New snow plow truck is working great out great, advised on old truck and what to do with it. Feldhaus advised rest of council of the possibility of fixing the old truck. He found an engine and figured between labor and parts would run about $10,000 to fix truck, the truck itself is good condition just needs a new engine. Dawson also discussed snow blower rental as well as v-plow options. 
	Dawson discussed his meeting with Heartland’s Rep Kelly Dybdahl in regards to electric rate increases. Kelly did a rate increase analysis and found that the City of Howard, even with a rate increase will still be far less compared to our surrounding communities. 
	Dawson briefly discussed pumper for fire department. He also advised that Austin Barnhart would like to intern with the City of Howard and work directly under Kody. Dufault moved, Borgers seconded and carried to approve to allow Barnhart to intern with Kody Dawson.
	Borgers moved, Thompson seconded and carried to approve Evan Meyer taking over custodial duties while Jessica Meyer is on maternity leave starting in April 2020.
	
OLD BUSINESS
	Adler moved, Dufault seconded and carried to approve the second reading of Ordinance 719 Electric Rate increases.
	Feldhaus advised the council regarding the curb and gutter on section line. He spoke with General Manager Bruce Yanish who advised he will bring to his board at their next regular meeting and will get in touch afterwards. 
	Hoffman house was briefly discussed. A letter of intent was received on behalf of Miner County. Attorney Wilkinson advised we should sign and send back. Thompson moved, Adler seconded and carried to approve Finance Officer Kate Calmus to sign the document.  

NEW BUSINESS:
	 2020 Salaries: Mayor, Donald Arens, $6,000.00; Aldermen, Lynn Borgers, Bernard Feldhaus, Greg Dufault, Jean Thompson, Jerry Adler and Colby Tolk, $2,400.00; Electric Supt., Kody Dawson, $33.00/hr; Streets/Parks Foreman, Nicholas Kramer, $19.00/hr; Water/Wastewater Foreman, Troy Loudenburg, $21.50/per hr; Finance Officer, Kate Calmus, $21.50/hr; Deputy Finance Officer, Donna Klinkhammer, $19.00/hr; Part-time Clerk, Mary K Schlim, $15.00/hr.; City Attorney, Todd Wilkinson, $300.00/meeting attended plus federal mileage ($.58/mi); Head Librarian, Christie Perry, $15.80/hr.; Assistant Librarians, Holly Litterick and Mary K Schlim, $13.50/hr.; Custodian Jessica Meyer, $15.00 per/hr.; Animal Control, Evan Meyer, $2,400.00 plus 50% of fines; Boulevard Attendant, Kathy Zulk, $15.00 per/hr.; Campground Attendant, Evan Meyer, $15.00 per/hr; Rubble Site and Airport Attendant, Joe Erpenbach, $15.00/hr.  Mayor, Finance Officer, Deputy Officer, Aldermen and City Attorney $50 per additional meeting attended.
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2020 Code Enforcer Contract and Retainer Fee was discussed. Adler moved, Dufault seconded and carried to continue service. 
	Thompson moved, Feldhaus seconded and carried to combine the city election with the Howard School District and the Town of Canova on June 16th, 2020.
Borgers moved, Thompson seconded to designate River’s Edge Bank of Howard, American Bank & Trust of Carthage as 2020 depositories for the City of Howard and to have the Miner County Pioneer as the official newspaper for election publication.
Adler moved, Borgers seconded and carried to approve the Firemen’s Roster:
Howard Fire Chief, Kevin Feldhaus; Assistant Chief, Nate Ruml; President, Chad Podrahdsky; Vice President, Josh Esser; Secretary, Nick Kramer; Treasurer, Rick Senner; Training Officer, Drew Yanish; Ken Ruml, Ron Krempges, Nathan Kizer, Mike Clary, Chad Podhradsky, Josh Esser, Rick Senner, Nick Kramer, Scott Stanghor, Andrew Yanish, Hunter Eggert, Evan Donahue, Kevin Feldhaus, Rob Eggert, Tim Sherman, Nate Ruml, Evan Meyer, Alex Protsch, Eric Rentschler, Aaron Jeffrey, Kody Dawson, Brandon Schwader and Adam North. 
	Jean Thompson and Jerry Adler, on behalf of the Cemetery Board, recommended that they continue utilizing Paul Fischer for mowing in 2020, they also requested to have Eric Rentschler remove some trees and bushes as well. 
	Snow removal onto private properties and city property was briefly discussed. Council would like to see that local contractors clean up their work. 
	Dufault moved and Thompson seconded and carried to approve the continuation of working with 1st District, Finance Officer Calmus will issue check for current year dues. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]There being no further business, Borgers moved, Thompson seconded and carried to the next regular meeting to be held February 10, 2020.


                                                      
				___________________________________
				Donald M. Arens, Mayor

ATTEST:


Kate Calmus
Finance Officer	 
