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April 13th , 2020 Minutes

	The Howard City Council met in session on Monday, April 13th, at 7:00 pm in the Council Chambers. Mayor Don Arens presided with Aldermen Greg Dufault, Lynn Borgers, Jerry Adler, Jean Thompson, Colby Tolk (via zoom) and Bernard Feldhaus. Attorney Todd Wilkinson was also present.
Dufault moved, Borgers seconded and carried to approve the amended agenda. 
Thompson moved, Borgers seconded and carried to approve the minutes for March 9th, 23rd & 25th, 2020. Council acknowledged Sheriff’s report and past due accounts. 
Adler moved, Thompson seconded and carried to approve the following claims: Allegiant Emergency Service, supplies, 46.05; Alliance Communications, utilities, 333.00; A-OX Welding Supply, supplies, 18.42; Appeara, rentals, 41.73; Jerry Arens, camp fees reimbursed, 36.00; Avera Health Plans, insurance, 2987.20; Bob’s Electric, supplies, 305.60; Butler Machinery, supplies, 303.14; Katey Calmus, utilities, 45.00; Center Point Large Print, books, 133.62; Central Electric, utilities, 85.00; Core & Main, equipment, 13500; Dakota News, books140.70; Dakota Pump, supplies, 11935.81; Dan’s Heating & Cooling, supplies, 850.18; Danko Emergency Equip., supplies, 625.58; Kody Dawson, utilities, 125.00; Delta Dental, insurance, 352.00; DMI, repairs, 111.36; Dold Implement, repairs, 425.00; Ecolab, prof. fees, 90.00; Home Service Water Conditioning, supplies, 26.55; Homestead, supplies, 269.32; Howard Farmers Co-op, supplies, 645.63; Infotech, prof. fees, 703.00; Nick Kramer, utilities, 45.00; Troy Loudenburg, utilities, 45.00; M & T Fire and Safety, supplies, 323.00; Mid-American Research, supplies, 512.12; Micro Marketing, books, 267.22; Miner County Pioneer, publishing, 251.96; Miner County Sheriff, contract law, 7210.00; NW Energy, utilities, 1177.70; Office Peeps, supplies, 117.56; Presto-X Co., prof. services, 596.63; Quill, supplies, 87.99; Readers Den, books, 481.36; Rusty’s, supplies, 25.26; SD Federal Property Agency, supplies, 120.00; SD Unemployment, insurance, 12.02; Sturdevant’s, supplies, 408.51; Tom’s Hardware, supplies, 226.13; Valley View Pumping, rentals, 8550.00.
Other Claims: Child Support, child support, 600.00; EFTPS, WHSS, 3358.72; Colonial Insurance, supp. Insurance, 336.52; SDRS, retirement, 2285.74; MC Rec Association, donations, 3000.00. 
Wages: Finance Office, 2857.21; Streets, 2403.30; Water, 1949.23; Electric, 5036.84; Sewer, 1041.78; Snow 357.54; Animal Control, 159.70; Library, 1096.95; Cemetery, 92.35; Council, 2268.76; Custodian, 401.72, Rubble, 62.34.						

OLD BUSINESS
Resolution 133-COVID-19 was reviewed, Attorney Wilkinson discussed governor’s most recent orders. Adler moved, Feldhaus seconded and carried to continue the resolution for another two weeks.

Adler moved, Thompson seconded and carried to approve the second reading of Ordinance 721 amending sanitation fees. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT:
Clint Powell and Blake Harms with Brosz Engineering presented information regarding street projects. Clint discussed the Chip Seal Bid from ASTECH CORP. Dufault moved, Adler seconded and carried to approve the award letter for the contracted price of $55,969.69 for 2020 chip seal projects. Mayor Donald M. Arens will sign on behalf of the City of Howard to accept award.

Clint discussed Section Line issues and advised of his professional opinion on alternative methods of fixing the road. Clint also brought up the grant issues with Section Line. He suggested that the city should start a design agreement for Section Line and Farmer Ave.. Public comment from Evan Meyer on behalf of the School District regarding the perception of Section Line from the outside public, Section Line is the main access road to the school district and reflects poorly on our town and in its current condition. Questions and concerns were brought up by council to Clint. 

Powell also advised that the city should look into a long-term infrastructure plan for the town. Council agreed to start a design agreement and will discuss at next meeting.


EMPLOYEES:
Superintendent Kody Dawson met with council to discuss pump issues at the lagoon. He advised we may need to look into a new one. New meter system is on schedule, water tower project is almost complete. Council member Dufault asked about Section Line, Kody advised we have mix at the shop to fix the potholes. Dawson will speak with Tami Severson regarding GIS Mapping agreement with the County, tabled for next session.

NEW BUSINESS:
Council acknowledges letter from Horizon regarding postponement of their raffle. Thompson moved, Borgers seconded and carried to approve postponement. 

Thompson spoke on behalf of pool board, they would like to recommend that hiring be delayed for another month as they would like to monitor the current COVID-19 situation. Superintendent Dawson recommended that we hold off until May for hiring summer help. Council advised they would like to move forward with one summer kid for each department for now. Superintendent Dawson recommended Colton Spader, Cayden Eliason and Austin Barnhart. Dufault moved, Borgers seconded and carried to approve the following summer employees Colton Spader(water/sewer), Cayden Eliason(streets) and Austin Barnhart(electric).

There being no further business, Thompson moved, Borgers seconded and carried to the next regular meeting to be held May 11th, 2020.
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				___________________________________
				Donald M. Arens, Mayor

ATTEST:


Kate Calmus
Finance Officer	 
