
Page 1523 

 

September 12, 2016 Minutes 

 
 The Howard City Council met in regular session on Monday, September 12th at 

7:00 pm in the Council Chambers. Mayor Donald Arens presided with Aldermen Greg 

Dufault, Jean Thompson, Gerald Adler, Bernard Feldhaus, Mary Leary and Colby Tolk. 

City Attorney David Jencks was absent.  

 Mayor Arens called the meeting to order. Motion by Leary, seconded by 

Thompson and carried to approve the amended agenda. Thompson moved, Dufault 

seconded and carried to approve the minutes of the August 8th regular meeting and 

August 23rd special meeting with the correction of Gerald Adler replacing Greg Dufault 

on the cemetery board. 

 Adler moved, Thompson seconded and carried to approve the following claims: 

Airside Solutions, 3335.00; Bob’s Electric, repairs, 427.09; Bridgman & Anderson Law, 

prof fee, 940.00; Campbell Supply, supplies, 51.17; Center Point, books, 43.14; Crouch 

Recreation, Equip., 4199.00; Dawson Construction, sanitation, 15037.89; Kody Dawson, 

utilities, 45.00; DEMCO, supplies, 79.52; Dold Implement, repairs, 226.50; Dakota 

Supply, repairs, 921.09; East River Electric, energy, 7899.65; Empire Pipe, 

improvements, 28833.42; Family Memorials, repairs, 2250.00; Fastenal, supplies, 

822.41; Gale, books, 105.36; Greg Gross, utilities, 45.00; Hawkins, supplies, 801.05; 

Homestead, repairs, 166.35; Horizon Health, other, 301.00; HFCA, supplies, 1270.50; 

Howard School, election, 713.03; Infotech, prof fee, 601.00; Ingram, books, 143.54; 

Jencks Law, prof fee, 575.00; Kingbrook, water, 9138.00; Lyle Signs, supplies, 204.37; 

MC & R Pool’s, repairs, 335.21; Michael Todd, repairs, 149.44; Miner County Pioneer, 

publish, 59.47; Miner County Sheriff, contract law, 7000.00; Office Peeps, supplies, 

242.17; SD One Call, locates, 11.20; Physio-Control, repairs, 224.91; Pitney Bowes, 

rental & postage 791.64; Chad Podhradsky, utilities, 45.00; Presto-X, other, 568.22; 

Pronto, repairs, 447.79; Quill, supplies, 204.73; R&R Drug, supplies, 10.15; Rusty’s, 

supplies, 10.22; Schoenfish & Co., prof fee, 9500.00; SDSRP, supplemental retirement, 

75.00; SEH, prof fee, 5655.00; Servall, rental, 33.28; Alliance, utilities, 374.00; SPN, 

prof fee, 6240.00; Stan Houston, supplies, 659.95; State of SD, prof fee, 30.00; Tom’s 

Hardware, supplies, 134.20; WAPA, energy, 28672.91; Wesco, supplies, 2009.12; 

Winker Trenching, repairs, 875.00; Winter, repairs, 142.50; Winwater, repairs, 102.65. 

Other Claims: Kim Bamsey, deposit return, 250.00; Capital One, travel & utilities, 

781.04; Gary Roby, in leau of rent, 2244.00; SDSRP, supplemental retirement, 75.00; 

Aflac, supplemental insurance, 67.80; Assurant, insurance, 75.50; SD Retirement, 

retirement, 2780.60; Miner County Bank, WHSS, 3481.40. 

Wages: Parks, 1468.62; Library, 1574.50; Cemetery, 1032.79; Electric, 6875.13; 

Council, 1423.64; Custodian, 521.78; Rubble Site, 542.65; Finance Office, 3563.16; 

Street, 3361.33; Water, 3596.82; Sewer, 1198.86; Pool, 9421.31; Animal Control, 

159.70; West Nile, 227.06. 

 Tolk moved, Dufault seconded and carried to approve the Financial, Electric and 

Water reports and acknowledged receiving August Sheriff’s report. The Council 

reviewed the past due accounts report. 
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OLD BUSINESS: 

 Thompson moved, Adler seconded and carried to accept the final language of 

Ordinance #696 as follows: The price of a single cemetery plot (grave space) shall be 

$200 or for a half plot for cremation urns is $100 beginning on September 1, 2016 plus 

the addition of a $25 sextant fee. 

 Dawson Variance Hearing was postponed to October regular meeting. 

 The resident living in a camper without sewer will be contacted by the Sheriff’s 

Department and the Finance Office will send a letter with the City’s regulations. 

 Rural Fire Board Members Gary Stangohr, Tim Neises, Jim Litterick, Brian Dold, 

and Bob Becker were present to discuss the 2017 budget. Fire Chief Nate Ruml was 

unable to attend, but sent an email with a proposal to form a truck committee to begin 

developing a project for a new truck to replace the 1991 GMC. Gary Stangohr & Tim 

Neises from the Rural Board and Don Arens & Jerry Adler from the City Council 

volunteered to be on the truck committee. 

 Brian Dold moved, Jim Litterick seconded and carried to approve the 2017 rural 

fire budget of $28,950.00. Leary moved, Dufault seconded and carried to approve the 

2017 city fire budget of $34,551.00 and accumulate $30,000.00 for capital outlay. 

 Acting as the Joint Board, Dufault moved, Dold seconded and carried to approve 

the 2017 Fire Budget for a total of $63,501.00 and Capital Outlay Accumulation of 

$30,000.00. 

 Dold moved to nominate Tim Neises as chairman of the Joint Board. Becker 

seconded and motion carried. Dufault moved to nominate Don Arens as vice-chairman of 

the Joint Board. Adler seconded and motion carried. 

  

NEW BUSINESS: 
 John & Mitch from Stockwell Engineering were present to submit their proposal 

for a street maintenance program and also to propose a project for 2017 for 2 blocks of 

Howard Ave. to be resurfaced.  

 No one was present for the condemnation hearing on the property at 222 E. Park 

Ave. Dufault moved, Leary seconded and carried to condemn the above described 

property because the structure has been damaged by decay and/or otherwise to the extent 

of fifty percent of its value. 

 Adler moved, Dufault seconded and carried to approve the Network Installation 

and Maintenance Agreement with Infotech. 

 The Council reviewed the surface water discharge compliance inspection report 

and discussed the findings with Supt. Gross. 

 Mayor Arens proclaimed the week of September 11-17, 2016 as National Assisted 

Living Week in Howard. The Council acknowledged the proclamation. 

 The Council acknowledged receiving a grant in the amount of $27,138.08 to 

improve public areas of Graceland Cemetery and to construct a directory. This grant is 

from the Dick and Darlene Robbins Charitable Fund of the Sioux Falls Area Community 

Foundation. 

 Adler moved, Thompson seconded and carried to convene as the Planning and 

Zoning Commission. The Plat of Greenleaf 2nd Addition was tabled. 
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 Adler moved, Dufault seconded and carried to recommend approving the Plat of 

G.L. Roby Tract 1 in the SW ¼ of Section 11, T 106 N, R 56 W of the 5th P.M., Miner 

County, South Dakota. 

 Thompson moved, Leary seconded and carried to return to regular session. 

Meeting as the City Council, Dufault moved, Thompson seconded and carried to approve 

the Plat of G.L. Roby Tract 1 in the SW ¼ of Section 11, T 106 N, R 56 W of the 5th 

P.M., Miner County, South Dakota. 

 Leary moved, Tolk seconded and carried to approve the first reading of Ordinance 

#698 – 2017 Budget. 

 A special meeting for the second reading of 2017 Budget will be September 27th 

at 7:30 pm. 

 The next regular meeting will be Thursday, October 13th at 7:00 pm. 

 Motion by Leary, seconded by Thompson and carried to go into executive session 

to discuss personnel matters in accordance with SDCL 1-25-2. 

 Feldhaus moved, Leary seconded and carried to come out of executive session. 

 

 

 Motion to adjourn was made by Feldhaus, seconded by Dufault and carried. 

 

 

 

 
                                                        

 

 

 

 

    ___________________________________ 

    Donald M. Arens, Mayor 

 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

Donna Klinkhammer 

Finance Officer   


